Influence of warfarin therapy on left atrial spontaneous echo contrast in nonvalvular atrial fibrillation.
To examine whether warfarin therapy had any influence on left atrial spontaneous echo contrast, we performed serial transesophageal echocardiography with integrated backscatter analysis in 12 patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation. We found that the integrated backscatter intensity of the left atrial cavity did not change after 1 to 2 months of warfarin therapy, and concluded that this therapy does not influence spontaneous echo contrast.